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CHARLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday 7th September 2023 at 6.30pm 

 
PRESENT:   A. Lucas, R. Ashby, H. Baker, J. Calvert, S. Gorman 

In attendance:  Cllr. J. Brazil, Cllr. L Lawford,  S. Winstanley (Clerk)  
 

OPEN FORUM –  One member of the public attended. 
• Philip War introduced himself as the head of fundraising at the RNLI Salcombe. 

 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – L. Lawford 
• Little has happened at SHDC during August. 

 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT -  J. Brazil 
• There will be several closures along the A379 one in E. Charleton from Daniels Lane to Linton. 

There will be a closure in Stoke Fleming whilst the wall which collapsed is rebuilt which will take  
3 months. 

• It was suggested that Charleton PC set up a Facebook group. 
• There is a Slapton Line meeting tomorrow with the local MP to make an economic assessment. 

 
1.  APOLOGIES  –   S. Page, B. Rogers 

 
2.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS held on 6th July 2023. 
     It was proposed seconded and  resolved  that the Chair should sign the Minutes as a true and correct record. 

 
3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members are invited to declare any personal or disclosable pecuniary interests, including the nature and extent 
of such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting - None 
 

4.  CLERK’S REPORT – made contact with the community police officer to try and arrange speed checks – 
     Members requested the checks should take place near the school and in E. Charleton if police think possible.       
  
5.  CHAIR’S REPORT 
Usually, I like to focus on the positive side of our life and role in this community, however this report must highlight 

a very serious incident that occurred last month within East Charleton.  
On Tuesday 1st August a large straw bale stack in a field behind homes in East Charleton mysteriously caught fire.  

Around 2 pm, I and my grandson whilst out on a dog walk, with horror saw the straw bales alight in a field in the 
distance. Luckily, I had my phone on me and phone signal, so I immediately contacted Paul Rogers and alerted 
him. Within minutes of phoning Paul, fire engine sirens were heard and along with Paul and crew in tractors with 
ploughs, soon made their way through Daniels Lane and across the stubbled field.  The straw was fully ablaze 
and starting to catch on the ground, as the wind increased, the speed at which the fire started to spread was 
startling.  As the engines (3 in total attended) began hosing down the fire, the tractors ploughed a break in the 
earth, endeavouring to stop the flames reaching the boundary hedges, which had they caught alight would have 
enabled the fire to spread through to the un- harvested fields beyond.  With grateful thanks to the fire service 
for their speedy arrival (thanks to Steve from East Charleton who was one of the first to contact the emergency 
services) and to the quick thinking of the Rogers family, the fire was brought under control. Earlier that 
afternoon, two local boys had been seen and photographed walking through the field and even climbing on the 
bales. When questioned later, they denied any involvement with the fire but admitted to trespassing.  Whether 
or not the boys intentionally or unintentionally started the fire, this could have resulted in a disaster, if the 
engines or plough break had failed, further un- harvested crops could have been lost, at a great cost to the 
landowners. If the wind had gusted in the opposite direction, homes, maybe lives, could have been at risk. As it 
was Paul Rogers said he lost about a thousand pounds worth of straw but in his words ‘It could have been 
worse!’    
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     Paul asked me to remind everyone, that unless you have prior agreement with the landowner, you should not be 

walking over fields unless you are following the footpaths and then not deviating from the path. Hay or straw 
bales can be dangerous, they are not a playground, you could fall from height and break bones or even fall into 
the bale which could lead to suffocation. Please do not let your children treat bales as climbing 
apparatus, they are not! 

 
7.  FINANCIAL MATTERS 

1. To approve the following bank payments  
£343.40 – S. Winstanley – (Jul) 
£36.00– DALC - training 
£343.40 – S. Winstanley (Aug) 
£350.00 - Greenspace 
2.   Cash at bank £19,670.45                                                          APPROVED 
3.  To consider making a grant towards fencing at the allotment  - the committee has yet 
     to come to a decision as to what is required.                
 

8. PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS – None 
  
9.         To receive report on Speed Watch – S. Gorman, J. Calvert 
            The report was discussed and it is planned to consult Parishioners to discover what it is they 
            feel is required. 

 
10.        CORRESPONDENCE – Email – sign outside the pub which restricts the footpath 
          Email  from community police officer re. community meetings & speeding 
 
11.        COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS – 
 To receive reports: 
 Village Hall – Bookings are back on track following Covid 
 Church – No report. All seems to be OK.  Footpath 55 – at the E. Charleton end the gatepost needs  

        to be adjusted so that the gates meet. 
 Village Maintenance – O. Morgan offered to carry out some village maintenance.  Need to have a site 
         meeting to discuss the maintenance of the flower beds.  H. Baker offered to help. 
            VAS – R. Ashby hopes to be able to produce statistics of traffic flow & speed from the VAS. 
  Defibrillator check - All OK 
 
12.    DATE OF NEXT MEETING–  in Charleton Village Hall 2nd November 2023 at 6.30pm  
  
    
 

 
     

Signed …………………………………………… 
 
Amanda Lucas, Chair 
          

 


