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CHARLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday 9th March 2023 at 6.30pm
PRESENT:   A. Lucas, R. Ashby, S. Page, B. Rogers, A. Walker
In attendance:  Cllr. J. Brazil, Cllr. R. Foss, S. Winstanley (Clerk) 
OPEN FORUM – One member of the public attended.
· A question was asked about the road closure to clear the drains.  The Chair explained that the work was to clear the drains and the road was cleaned.

· Putting all the recycling into one lorry it having been sorted by Parishioners was queried.  It was explained that it was hoped to get the box scheme working properly soon but meantime the rubbish went to a special facility where it was all sorted.

· Cllr. Foss has had a complaint about leaves from a eucalyptus tree in E. Charleton which it is claimed blocked the drains.  It was pointed out that eucalypts do not drop their leaves in winter.

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – Cllr. R. Foss
· Important that voters are made aware of the need to take photographic identity in order to vote.
· The recycling and rubbish collection seems to working reasonably well.
· The Council Tax increase is £5 for a Band D property.
· There will be one more year of new homes bonuses.
· Slapton Line – efforts are being made to carry out remedial work to the alternative route if the road is breached once again.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – Cllr. Julian Brazil

· Council Tax is increasing by 5%.  Swingeing cuts are having to be made.
· Children services – day to day running of the DC has a huge debt which has been kicked down the road until 2026.
· The bus fare for 16+ pupils is being increased for £600 to £960.

· Locality budgets are being cut to £5,000 from £8,000.

· Cuts to bus services are a concern – small buses (Tally Ho) will stop at the weekends.

1.  APOLOGIES  –   H. Baker
2.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS held on 5th January 2023.
     It was proposed seconded and resolved  that the Chair should sign the Minutes as a true and correct record.
3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members are invited to declare any personal or disclosable pecuniary interests, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  – None.
4.  CLERK’S REPORT – 
· The nomination papers for the upcoming election had been received and need to be taken by hand to SHDC when complete.
· An approach has been made by a local Police Officer, Peter Shotton, who will attend a meeting in the near future.
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5.   CHAIR’S REPORT –
These last two months have been quite quiet in the parish, and so far, the wintry weather has been

fairly kind to us.

We have had, as a parish, to contend recently with various traffic restrictions. The main A379 road

through East Charleton was closed during the days of 28 and 29 th February, from 9 in the morning

through to around 3 in the afternoon, whilst contractors jetted out the drains on behalf of DCC. The

drains at the Daniels Lane side of the village have been blocked due to stone debris being washed

down Daniels Lane and into the drainage network, causing blockages and flooded roads in East

Charleton. Although this maintenance was obviously required, it was felt by many villagers to be a

nuisance, and it was asked if a traffic light system for one way traffic could have been installed

instead. The closure of the road along with the short notice led to the lanes becoming congested and

hard to navigate.

West Charleton has not escaped either with traffic lights in place from Monday 6th through to

Wednesday 8th of March, along the road near to Church Lane. Contractors have been busy digging up the grass verge to gain access to the utilities below.

I too have been busy for the parish, with various meetings with DCC regarding the proposed

permissive pathway we hope to create, I will update you in more detail when we get to point in the

agenda, but I would just to take this moment to thank everyone who attended and gave their spport.

As the forthcoming election of both parish and district councillors is drawing ever nearer, this is a

good opportunity to thank the parish councilors for all their work in the parish. Volunteering your

time, energy and commitment to helping others, mostly goes unrecognized by the general public. I

know from the time I have just spent for the parish council how much it can encroach upon our lives.

So, I wish to say thanks to one and all, and for those of you who are able and willing and wish to be t

re-elected, thank you. Our number will unfortunately be down one, from May, as Andy Walker is

unfortunately unable to stand for re-election, as he’s no longer living in the parish. Many, many,

thanks to Andy for his work on the council and for his time spent updating and maintaining our

parish website, also for his help in organising the Platinum Jubilee celebrations last June. As I’m sure

everyone is aware, Andy also runs the One Charleton messaging service, and although it is not

affiliated to us on the parish council, I’m sure the residents like myself would wish to extend their

thanks to him and hope he will continue, along with his quiz master services for the parish. Thank

you, Andy, and best wishes for the future outside of the Charletons. 
Following discussion with a Highways Officer it as noted that a virtual footpath should be maintained

to the standard of a pavement not a road – therefore the virtual pavement in W. Charleton requires remarking.  The local Highways Officer will be contacted.

6.  FINANCIAL MATTERS
1. To approve payment of the following bank payments


£360.48 – S. Winstanley – (Jan)

£40.00 – Information commission

£325.88 – S. Winstanley (Feb)

2.  Cash at bank £19.432.04 (including £500 Locality Grant for defib. Accessories & £677 rebate for


Highway maintenance)
7.    PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS  - Recommended using delegated powers.

4386/22/HHO = 29 Lyte Lane TQ7 2BW – 

 
Proposed alterations & extensions – Recommended support


4344/22/HHO – 2 Compton Road TQ7 2BP


Application for reduction of boundary retaining wall to below 1m above pavement


Recommended support


4325/22/HHO – Lower Knowle, TQ7 2AH


 Proposed single storey storage, new boundary & drive side wall & graded


Permeable hardstanding  area



Recommended support

212

8.   Update on the flowerbed maintenance.
      Greenspace have been asked to quote.  There has been a request that the bak behind Living Waters be cut
      and that the hedge should be cut back.
I met with Ian from Greenspace on Tuesday morning, and we looked over the flower beds and

discussed their maintenance issues.

To do a tidy up of all the beds ( once daffodils and spring bulbs have died down ),to spray weeds and

grass, to remove the buddleia and the other large overgrown bush, to prune the two box hedges by

the Old School House, and to prune and remove were necessary the dead and overgrown bushes in

the flower beds by Higher Court Barn and Netherway.

Ian will quote for a one- off tidy up 

The cost of maintaining the beds, weeding , spraying around beds, cobble stones, per month for

8 months of the year, for that he will also plant any bulbs/ plants we provide – our cost and choice

will be quoted.
Ian suggested we contact - Helen Hardwick Localities Officer from South Hams Council, regarding the

overgrown vegetation on the north side of school verge, where resident has not cut back, possible

visibility violation.

Strimming of foot paths. The footpath leading up to Lyte Lane needs a hedge and brambles cutting 
back into hedge.

The footpath leading from the Charleton up Charleton Way needs brambles cutting back.

He will quote for both.
The brambles growing along the permissive pathway by Sicklemans Close, he will with Paul Roger’s

permission spray them, as cannot strim the fence, he will include this in the Village spray which is due in about 3 weeks.

It was agreed that the quoted prices be accepted.

9.    Update on the way forward for a footpath between E and W Charleton
       The initial site meeting with Ros Davies and ourselves scheduled for Thursday 12 th January had to

be cancelled on that morning due to the stormy weather. It was rescheduled for Tuesday 31 January,

which went ahead, with myself , Ros Davies, Ben Rogers ,Helen Baker, Graham Fairweather and

Councillor Julian Brazil in attendance.

It was a very optimistic meeting, we walked the proposed pathway, looking at the access points into

the fields and whereabouts to position gates. The main point we decided was to alter was the access

from Lyte Lane, due to the steepness of the bank from the path, it was decided that a better

alternative would be to access Roger’s field from further along. If the pathway started on the

opposite side of the A379 along the wide verge and then crossed the road just before the speed limit

sign, then the access to the field isn’t so steep. The permissive pathway could then carry along the

field until Daniels Lane.

Ros Davies agreed to write up our proposal and pass on further contact details and a sample

agreement contract to the landowners. She advised that our next step would be to contact Nigel

Flower from DCC Highways Safety Department.

I contacted Nigel and set up a site meeting for Friday 3 rd March. This was attended by myself, Nigel

Flower , Paul Rogers and Councillor Julian Brazil.

Again this was a very positive meeting , we walked the area discussing various safety aspects to the

pathway. It was Nigel’s recommendation that we keep all the pathway along the north side of the

verge of the A379 by Lyte Lane, rather than directing pedestrians to cross the main road.
Paul Rogers suggested instead of clearing through the hedge and creating steps up into his field, we could

dig out the bank edge along the road, leading the pathway to the entrance of his field. Although we

would need to organize traffic management systems ( i.e. traffic lights), the work should be

completed in a day and in the long term save us money, as we wouldn’t require steps or continual

maintenance of hedge/brambles. The rest of the pathway is as we discussed and met Nigel’s

approval.
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However, Nigel Flower is firmly against the creation of virtual pavements, as a pedestrian should

always walk in the direction of the oncoming traffic and a virtual payment would not be safe for

those walking in the opposite direction. However, he strongly agrees that a permissive pathway

would take people off the more dangerous portion of the road.

Nigel agreed to liaise with Ros Davies and put together a report. He will also liaise with Lisa Edmonds

from DCC Highways Department, who can advise him of the depth and direction of the utilities (BT

cables) that appear to run along the verge at Lyte Lane.

Our next step will be to await their reports and get quotes from ground works contractors and look

at funding for the project.

I briefly met with Graham Fairweather on Tuesday 7 th March ,and updated him to our meeting with

Nigel Flower. He feels that if a virtual pavement cannot be created through East Charleton he is not

in favour of giving his permission to access his field along to Daniels Lane, as he believes the cost of

the project would be a waste of funds. I asked him to reconsider and await until we get an idea of
cost and funding and we can discuss it further.

Councillor Brazil feels that the proposed footpath meets all the criteria for a footpath and will look at
various options as well as last resort of compulsory purchase of land.

10.  To discuss speed through the villages.

        The Chair has responded to the points raised in an email received.
11.  CORRESPONDENCE – Emails concerning speed through villages, Hedgehog Highwatys and
        the virtual footpath.
11. COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

Village Hall -     No report
Church  -          Easter service to be held on Easter Sunday at 8am, hot cross buns served afterwards.
Footpaths -       No prohlems

Village Maintenance – As above.

Defibrillator checks –   Ok

Coronation celebrations -   All suggested cake competition and quiz in the village hall on Sunday 7th May.



           Posters to follow.

12.  DATE OF  NEXT MEETING:  11th May 2023 at 6.30pm in the Charleton Village Hall




     (followed by the Annual Paris Meeting in th emain hall at 7pm.)
 …………………………………………………………..Chair


