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CHARLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday 5th January 2023 at 6.30pm
PRESENT:   A. Lucas, R. Ashby, S. Page, A. Walker
In attendance:  Cllr. J. Brazil, Cllr. R. Foss, S. Winstanley (Clerk)
OPEN FORUM – No members of the public attended.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – Cllr. R. Foss
· Following the Christmas break there is little to report.
· The recycling and rubbish collection seems to be going well and SHDC have decided the staff should have a payrise.

· The wall at Compton Road has been reduced in height and a planning application has been received.

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – Cllr. Julian Brazil

· Hope to attend the footpath meeting on the 12th January at Lyte Lane at 10.30.
· Children services are still struggling and may yet have to be taken over by government.
· Budget meeting report is eing considered by cabinet this week.   There is a £7 million shortfall which does not include special educational needs budget which is £40 million.  The concern is that it is a revenue overspend and even if it were paid off it would start to accumulate again.
· The road closure at Modbury has been postponed for a year.  The top of Fore Street, Totnes is closed and will remain so for many months.  Traffic can go up Fore Street before turning right near Arcturus.

1.  APOLOGIES  –   H. Baker
2.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS held on 17th November 2022.
     It was proposed seconded and resolved  that the Chair should sign the Minutes as a true and correct record.
3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members are invited to declare any personal or disclosable pecuniary interests, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  – Ray Ashby has become a trustee of the Village Hall.
4.  CLERK’S REPORT – 
· The printer is failing and ait was agreed a replacement should be purchased.
· Greenspace will be approached again regarding the maintenance of the flower beds.

· Discussion took place regarding the date of the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.  Due to the Election and the Coronation, the meeting will take place on 

Thursday 11th May in the Main Hall of Charleton Village Hall.
5.   CHAIR’S REPORT –
Welcome back, I hope everyone enjoyed the festive season. During these times of increasing price rises it was cheering to see the Christmas lights and decorations that our villagers displayed, especially the wonderful Christmas tree at Sicklemans Close, also the tree outside Tony Anna’s and Ruth Westlake’s and the inflatable Father Christmas at Megan and Mark’s Ashby’s homes.

To really create the festive mood, the church held a carol service, which was well attended by villagers who all enjoyed the service and the refreshments of mince pies and mulled wine afterwards. It was delightful to see the church open again and swathed in candlelight.
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I am feeling much more optimistic for our community this coming year, we have the Reverend Mark and his wife Rose living at The Rectory, services at the Church, the news we have all been praying for (apologies to Rev’d Mark) that The Charleton pub is opening again on the 18th January, and a meeting next week with Ros Davies( Parish Paths Liaison Officer for Devon County Council) with regard to a link pathway between East and West Charleton. This hopefully will be the year that the heart of our community is restored.

6.  FINANCIAL MATTERS
  1. To approve payment of the following bank payments


      £303.92 - Community First - Insurance

      £55.35 - HMRC

      £479.48 – S. Winstanley – (Dec)

      £449.98 – B. Rogers – to reimburse for defib. pads

2.  Cash at bank £18,981.40 (including £500 to reimburse for outstanding sum for defibrillator)

3.  Request for grant for churchyard maintenance .  It was agreed that a grant for the upkeep of the 

    churchyard of £500 be made.

7.    PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS  - No applications.
8.   Update on the flowerbed maintenance.
      Greenspace have been asked to quote.  There has been a request that the bak behind Living Waters be cut
      and that the hedge should be cut back.
9.   Update on the way forward for a footpath between E. & W. Charleton

       A meeting has been arranged for the 12th January with the Footpaths Officer, landowners and members 

      of the PC.
10. CORRESPONDENCE – Email from Church re. grant
11. COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

Village Hall -     Heating is a problem and is underpowered.  There may be grants available.


       Solar panels and two fast charging points for EVs are being considered.

Church -           Mark Neave said the welcome and support from the community had been overwhelming.


      The Carol Service was a huge success and £145 was raised for the Food Bank.



      The relationship with the School goes from strength to strength.



       Looking to provide targeted services and during the week will try to encourage 



       Community use i.e.coffee mornings etc.


       It is the intention that the church will be open every day and the loo also.



       Looking to see if the Church can be involved with the Coronation celebrations.

Footpaths -       Marsh Lane – A tree has fallen over near the treatment works.
Village Maintenance -     The bus shelter needs cleaning out – Chair will do this.


VAS                 All working well.
Defibrillator checks –      All ok.
12.  DATE OF  NEXT MEETING:  9th January 2023 at 6.30pm in the Charleton Village Hall




     (change from the published date)
 …………………………………………………………..Chair


