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CHARLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday 2nd November 2023 at 6.30pm
PRESENT:   A. Lucas, R. Ashby, H. Baker, J. Calvert, S. Gorman, O. Morgan
In attendance:  Cllr. J. Brazil, Cllr. L Lawford,  S. Winstanley (Clerk) 
OPEN FORUM –  No members of the public attended.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – L. Lawford

· Hopefully, the new bin collection will begin on the 30th November.  Collection days may be changed but in good time Parishioners will be informed.  For the time being, no large cardboard containers will be picked up.  Any cardboard must be put in the green box provided.  There will be a roadshow about the new arrangements at Stokely on the 6th November.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT -  J. Brazil

· The road closure at E. Charleton will begin on the 13th November until the first week of December. Progress will be checked on each day.  The closure will be in place during the daytime.
· There is a Slapton Line meeting tomorrow trying to assist with a plan to protect the whole length of the beach.  DCC will put in a planning application for gabions using local stone in the hope that this might give rise to government assistance with the cost.
· At DCC Compulsory Purchase of land for the footpath was discussed but it is not at the top of DCC agenda.

It was suggested that a petition be organised with the support of the PC.

1.  APOLOGIES  –   Mark Neave
2.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS held on 7th September 2023.
     It was proposed seconded and  resolved  that the Chair should sign the Minutes as a true and correct record.
3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members are invited to declare any personal or disclosable pecuniary interests, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting - None
4.  CLERK’S REPORT – No report.      
5.  CHAIR’S REPORT
Autumn is definitely upon us now, the season of storms and gales.  So, I hope everyone has battened down the hatches, checked their drainpipes for leaves and debris, and be mindful whilst on the pavements and roads.

It has been a pleasant surprise to see that several of the road junction markings have been repainted in West Charleton. Over the last few weeks through several of our neigbouring villages, I have seen what I presume is a contractor for DCC repainting some of the road markings. However, they were obviously not instructed to rejuvenate our virtual footpaths, hopefully, along with the speed watch committee we can change DCC’s opinion on their validity, and they too can be repainted soon.

Last month, Sue and I attended a meeting at Marlborough village hall, which was organized by Julian Brazil of SHDC, for representatives of the local parish councils to all get together and discuss any issues their communities had.  Sue brought up the issue of speeding traffic through the villages, which was a concern shared by all. It was interesting to know that other pc’s are also looking into ways of reducing traffic speeds. Although it was felt that until the national speed limit is reduced to 20 mph throughout villages in Devon, changing the driving habits of locals and tourists alike will be a challenge. I am sure Sue would agree with me that we found this meeting very informative and constructive, and hopefully the first of many more.

Lastly, may I just remind everyone of the forthcoming road closure of the A379 at East Charleton, scheduled to begin on Monday 13th of November at 9am through to 3:30pm every weekday for possibly three weeks. I have endeavoured to let as many people know as I can, by word of mouth and putting up posters in West and East Charleton.  Hopefully the warning traffic signs will go up soon.  PLEASE be careful if driving along the lanes during this time. 
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6.  FINANCIAL MATTERS
1. To approve the following bank payments


£343.40 – S. Winstanley– (Sept)

£36.00– DALC – training

£71.40 - HMRC

£343.40 – S. Winstanley (Oct)

£80.00 – Ian Judge – website hosting

£350.00 - Greenspace

2.  Cash at bank £23214.25 (including 2nd Precept payment £4,750)      Approved    
3.  To consider setting the Precept for the year commencing 1.4.24  

     Having considered the Precept Budget, the rate of inflation and the increasing burden put on PCs, it 

     was agreed that an increase of 5% be applied for.
7.      a.  To consider continuing with arrangements for making bank payments  Approved           
         b.  To consider continuing with arrangements for responding to Planning applications using 

                 delegated powers by the Clerk                                                      Approved
8.
PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS – None
9.         To discuss statistics from the VAS and update of the road safety campaign.

            In order to obtain the statistics it is necessary to purchase a special lead.  It was agreed to go ahead.  

· Road safety – it is intended to visit every household to discuss their perception of vehicle speed in the   

      Village.

· Met with Chair of Frogmore & Sherford PC to discuss their plans for speeding issues in that Parish.

· Met with two residents of Torcross who also have problems with speeding.

· The aim would be to target better signage and if there is support for the footpath.
· Hope to be up and running by the New Year.

10.       To discuss the maintenance of the flowerbeds near the school.

             There are some residents in Lyte Lane who are interested in a planting scheme.  It is probably the wrong 

 time of year to carry out any work and March would be a good time.   

11.
Update of the Charleton PC Facebook page.    To be up and running by New Year.
10.        CORRESPONDENCE – Emails from community police officer re. community meetings & speeding

11.        COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS –

To receive reports:


Village Hall – No report

Church – Rev. M. Neave - Firstly, we are planning to have a public meeting later in November, to discuss the future of St Mary's church, and the need to establish a 'friends group' to assist with the upkeep of the fabric of the building.  While we are holding monthly services, which are quite well attended, the future of the church is not viable on that basis alone, and we now need some involvement and commitment from the community if the church is to remain open.  With funds now almost exhausted, this is now urgent!  No date or location has yet been fixed, but we will let you know, and publicise this widely, nearer the time.

Secondly, we will be holding a Christmas Coffee morning at the church on Thursday 7 December (10.00 - 12.00), at which the police are hoping to be present (as discussed at the last meeting, I believe).

And finally, we will be holding a village carol service in the church, on one evening during the week before Christmas, probably either Tuesday 19 December or Wednesday 20 December, followed by mulled wine and mince pies.  Again, we will advertise the confirmed details nearer the time.

Please do share the above with the council members.  Also, I haven't forgotten the tree!  I will get in touch as soon as we get back from Canada, and arrange to come and collect it.
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Village Maintenance – as above but O. Morgan will arrange for the Jubilee hedge to be trimmed.



         The tree in the Rectory garden needs to be trimmed so that it is not




         obstructing the light from the street lamp.

            Footpaths -               All seems to be ok given the time of year.  The double gates on Footpath 55




         cannot be closed due to the post being broken.

            VAS –                       As above 

 Defibrillator check -   All OK

12.    DATE OF NEXT MEETING–  in Charleton Village Hall 4th January 2024 at 6.30pm 

Signed ……………………………………………

Amanda Lucas, Chair


